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Archives in the Digital Age:  When the Past Meets the Future 

 

9:00-9:30   Registration and Refreshments 

 

9:30-9:45   NCTPG Welcome and Business 

Elise Wong, NCTPG Chair 

 

9:45-10:30   Are We Losing Our (Paper) Minds?                                            

Processing Analog Collections in the Digital 

World 

Lara Michels, Project Archivist, Bancroft Library, 

University of California, Berkeley 

 

10:30-11:15   Building a Ten-Campus Digital Library Service at 

the University of California 

Sherri Berger, Product Manager, California 

Digital Library 

 

11:15-11:30   Break 

 

11:30 - 12:15  Towards Universal Access to All Knowledge 

Brewster Kahle, Digital Librarian and Founder of 

the Internet Archive 

 

12:15 - 12:30  Q & A and Closing 

    Hilary K. Thorsen, NCTPG Chair Elect 
 

Please give us your feedback about today’s program and fill out our online survey: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CK6ZMC9 
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SPEAKERS  
 

Are We Losing Our (Paper) Minds? Processing Analog Collections in the Digital World /  

Lara Michels 
Most archivists work, and for the foreseeable future will continue to work, in hybrid 

environments where analog and digital coexist and where the perception and treatment of one is 

informed and sometimes limited by the existence of the other. Analog collections are rendered in 

digital surrogates surrounded and supported by standardized digital metadata. Born-digital 

materials can be sorted and placed into desktop “folders” in an act that models familiar behavior 

with analog material and provides a comforting illusion of physicality. This presentation will 

look at how the mingling of analog and digital systems in the 21st-century archival institution 

affects, for better or worse, the perceptions and decisions of archivists working on the 20th-

century paper backlog. Is the rapidly growing presence of digital systems in analog archival 

processing causing us to lose our (paper) minds? If so, does it matter? 

  

Lara Michels is an archivist currently working on the “quick kills” project to increase access to 

the paper manuscripts backlog of the Bancroft Library.  
 

Building a Ten-Campus Digital Library Service at the University of California /  

Sherri Berger 
The University of California Libraries and the California Digital Library are in the midst of an 

ambitious project to build a shared system for creating, managing, and providing access to 

unique digital resources—many of them archival—across the ten campuses. The UC Libraries 

Digital Collection project has three major objectives: 1) configure a digital asset management 

system where librarians can centrally add and edit digital files and metadata, 2) harvest metadata 

for digital resources hosted on external platforms, and 3) create a best-of-breed, integrated public 

interface so end-users can seamlessly search across these disparate resources. In May 2014, we 

will be about halfway through the project’s implementation—an ideal time to reflect on progress 

so far, challenges encountered, and how the project relates to broader strategies for connecting 

people with archives in the digital age. 

  

Sherri Berger is a product manager at the California Digital Library, where she focuses on 

helping archives, libraries, and museums provide access to their unique and special collections 

holdings.  
 

Towards Universal Access to All Knowledge / Brewster Kahle 
Advances in computing and communications mean that we can cost-effectively store every book, 

sound recording, movie, software package, and public web page ever created, and provide access 

to these collections via the Internet to students and adults all over the world. Technological 

advances, for the first time since the loss of the Library of Alexandria, may allow us to collect all 

published knowledge. But now we can take the original goal another step further to make all the 

published works of humankind accessible to everyone. Thomas Jefferson’s statement that "All 

that is necessary for a student is access to a library" may be an exaggeration, but access to 

information is a key ingredient to education and an open society. Will we allow ourselves to re-

invent our concept of libraries to expand and to use the new technologies? Fundamentally, this is 

a societal and policy issue reflected in our governments’ spending priorities and in law. 

  

A passionate advocate for public Internet access and a successful entrepreneur, Brewster Kahle 

has spent his career intent on a singular focus: Universal Access to All Knowledge. In 1996 he 

started the Internet Archive, which is now one of the largest digital libraries in the world. 
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